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Ganmain – History of a Town
Ganmain – History of a Town: Foundations for a Future is one of three educational
workbooks that were developed as part of the Succeed Ganmain ... A Local
Answer project1.
The project was designed to bring Ganmain’s young people and its community
organisations together to promote the Ganmain & District community.
To make this happen, Ganmain & District Landcare, the staff and students of
Ganmain Public School, Ganmain Historical Society, representatives of the
Wiradjuri people and local farming community worked together to create a
series of educational workbooks that would not only cultivate knowledge about
Ganmain for our local students, but also promote this knowledge to other schools
and communities throughout Australia (and beyond).
These workbooks together with a photo library, chat forum and more information
showcasing all that is wonderful about Ganmain can be found on the
http://www.ganmain.net.au website that is kindly sponsored by the Ganmain First
Branch of Wagga Mutual Credit Union.
The project came about through a partnership between Ganmain & District
Landcare Group Inc and the Australian Government’s Local Answers initiative.

1

The other two books are titled Ganmain – Sheaf Hay Centre … A Community’s Identity and Ganmain – A Natural Heritage …
Environmental Sustainability.
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Ganmain – History of a Town
Foundations for a Future
The development of values and attitudes underpins learning and teaching in the
K-6 Key Learning Area of Human Society and its Environment (HSIE). Values and
attitudes related to intercultural understanding, ecological sustainability, beliefs
and moral codes as well as life long learning, are essential in installing a social
responsibility in young people.
The future well-being of our human society and environment depends partly
on people’s interactions with each other and with their physical environment.
Knowing where we have come from as a society allows us to understand the
point at which we find ourselves now, and the direction we are heading for the
future.
The NSW HSIE Curriculum is divided into 4 sub-strands:
• Change and Continuity;
• Cultures;
• Environments; and
• Social Systems and Structures.
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The NSW Board of Studies outcomes that are addressed in this unit of work are
highlighted below.

Change and Continuity
Strands and
substrands

Early Stage 1

Significant Events
and People
CCES1 Describes
events or retells
stories that
demonstrate their
own heritage and the
heritage of others.

Time and Change

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

CCS1.1 Communicates
the importance of
past and present
people days and
events in their life,
in the lives of family
and community
members and in other
communities.

CCS2.1 Describes
events and actions
related to the
British colonisation
of Australia and
assesses changes and
consequences.

CCS3.1 Explains
the significance of
particular people,
groups, places,
actions and events in
the past in developing
Australian identities
and heritage.

CCS1.2 Identifies
changes and
continuities in their
own life and in the
local community.

CCS2.2 Explains
changes in the
community and
family life and
evaluates the effects
of these on different
individuals, groups
and environments.

CCS3.2 Explains
the development
of the principles of
Australian democracy.

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

CUS1.3 Identifies
customs, practices,
symbols, languages
and traditions of
their family and other
families.

CUS2.3 Explains
how shared
customs, practices,
symbols, languages
and traditions
in communities
contribute to
Australian and
community identities.

CUS3.3 Describes
different cultural
influences and their
contribution to
Australian identities.

CUS1.4 Describes the
cultural, linguistic and
religious practices
of their family, their
community and other
communities.

CUS2.4 Describes
different viewpoints,
ways of living,
languages and belief
systems in a variety of
communities.

CUS3.4 Examines
how cultures change
through interactions
with other cultures
and the environment.

Cultures
Strands and
substrands

Identities

Cultural Diversity

Early Stage 1

CUES1 Communicates
some common
characteristics that
all people share, as
well as some of the
differences.
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Environment
Strands and
substrands

Patterns of Place
and Location

Relationship with
Places

Early Stage 1

ENES1 Gathers
information about
natural and built
environments and
communicates some
of the ways in which
they interact with,
and can care for, these
environments.

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

ENS1.5 Compares and
contrasts natural and
built features in their
local area and the
ways in which people
interact with these
features.

ENS2.5 Describes
places in the local
area and other
parts of Australia
and explains their
significance.

ENS3.5
Demonstrates an
understanding of the
interconnectedness
between Australia and
global environments
and how individuals
and groups can act
in an ecologically
responsible manner.

CCS1.2 Identifies
changes and
continuities in their
own life and in the
local community.

CCS2.2 Explains
changes in the
community and
family life and
evaluates the effects
of these on different
individuals, groups
and environments.

CCS3.2 Explains
the development
of the principles of
Australian democracy.

Social Systems and Structures
Strands and
substrands

Early Stage 1

Resource
Systems
SSES1 Identifies
ways in which their
own needs and the
needs of others are
met, individually and
cooperatively.

Roles, Rights and
Responsibilities

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

SSS1.7 Explains
how people and
technologies in
systems link to
provide goods and
services to satisfy
needs and wants.

SSS2.7 Describes how
and why people and
technologies interact
to meet needs and
explains the effects
of these interactions
on people and the
environment.

SSS3.7 Describes
how Australian
people, systems
and communities
are globally
interconnected and
recognises global
responsibilities,
cultural influences
and their contribution
to Australian
identities.

SSS1.8 Identifies roles
and responsibilities
within families,
schools and the local
community, and
determines ways in
which they should
interact with others.

SSS2.8 Investigates
rights, responsibilities
and decisionmaking processes
in the school and
community and
demonstrates how
participation can
contribute to the
quality of their school
and community life.

SSS3.8 Explains the
structures, roles,
responsibilities and
decision-making
processes of State and
federal governments
and explains why
Australians value
fairness and socially
just principles.

Addressed in this booklet
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Wiradjuri Ganmain
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Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
The original inhabitants of Ganmain were Aboriginal People from the Wiradjuri
Nation.
The word Ganmain is an Aboriginal word meaning a man decorated with scars.
The Aboriginal people often scarred each other to show when someone had
become a man or a woman. The scars were, therefore, a sign of manhood or
womanhood. Cuts were made with sharp stone knives or shells, and a mixture of
fat and ashes was rubbed into the wounds. This treatment helped with healing
but it also made the scars rise and they were admired by many other people.
The Aboriginal people who lived around Ganmain made their camps around the
creeks in the area.
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Aboriginal History in the Ganmain Area
Three southern Wiradjuri clans are known, the Murringbulla at Murrumburrah, the
Kutamundra at Cootamundra, and the Narrungdera at Narrandera. Narrungdera
(jew lizard) clan boundaries ran, very approximately, from Ganmain to Ardlethan,
west along Mirrool Creek then south-west across the river west of Darlington
Point, east through Morundah and Boree Creek, south round Mount Galore, and
north back to Ganmain. All clans occupied similarly exclusive territories, sent a
headman to the council, hosted burbung, and conducted most trade and war.
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Stage 1 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Ç Colour these comments TRUE or FALSE.
The original Aboriginal People of Ganmain were the Wiradjuri Nation.
True

False

The word Ganmain means ‘Many Crows’ in Wiradjuri language.
True

False

Cuts were made with sharp stone knives or shells.
True

False

They rubbed dirt into the wounds to make scars.
True

False

The scars were admired by many other people.
True
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-2
Stage 1 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Ç Colour the face of this Wiradjuri boy as he prepares for a dancing ritual.
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Stage 2 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Ç Fill in the gaps with words from the Word Bank below.
The original inhabitants of Ganmain were Aboriginal People
from the _______________________ Nation.
The word ‘Ganmain’ is an _______________________ word meaning ‘a man
decorated with _______________________’.
The Aboriginal people often scarred each _______________________ to show
when someone had become a _______________________ or a
_______________________ . The scars were, therefore,
a _______________________ of manhood or womanhood. Cuts were made with
_______________________ stone knives or _______________________ , and a
mixture of fat and ashes were _______________________ into the wounds. This
_______________________ helped with _______________________ but it also
made the scars _______________________ and they were
_______________________ by many other people.

Word Bank
rubbed

healing

other

sign

woman

shells

Aboriginal

Wiradjuri

treatment

rise

man

scars

sharp

admired
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Stage 3 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Ç Use the following information to mark the area occupied by the
Southern Wiradjuri clans on the map below.
Three southern Wiradjuri clans are known, the Murringbulla at Murrumburrah, the
Kutamundra at Cootamundra, and the Narrungdera at Narrandera. Narrungdera
(jew lizard) clan boundaries ran, very approximately, from Ganmain to Ardlethan,
west along Mirrool Creek then south west across the river west of Darlington
Point, east through Morundah and Boree Creek, south round Mount Galore, and
north back to Ganmain. All clans occupied similarly exclusive territories, sent a
headman to the council, hosted burbung, and conducted most trade and war.

a. The Wiradjuri clan at Murrumburrah was the _________________________ clan.
b. The Wiradjuri clan at Cootamundra was the _________________________ clan.
c. The Wiradjuri clan at Narrandera was the _________________________ clan.
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Stage 2 / 3 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Ç Use the Word Bank below to complete the Find-a-Word.

Word Bank
Ganmain

Kutamundra

Trade

Burbung

Wiradjuri

Narrungdera

War

Crow

Narrandera

Scars

Original

Jewlizard

Murrumbururrah

Clans

Indigenous

Cootamundra

Aborigine

Traditional

Murringbulla

Rules

Owners
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Stage 3 – Extension Information

Wiradjuri Wars
It soon became apparent to Aboriginal people around Sydney Harbour that
the British intended to stay. Battles were fought between Aborigines and white
settlers. After the crossing of the Blue Mountains in 1813 the battles moved
into new territories. With the frontiers of colonisation expanding and Aboriginal
groups resisting, battles continued for over a century and a half. These struggles
which followed settlement as it moved west and north are sometimes called The
Wiradjuri Wars.
The Wiradjuri initially withdrew and observed the Europeans. However, as in other
areas, tension grew as settlers advanced into their territory. Cattle and sheep
destroyed food supplies and limited Wiradjuri access to water.
Fighting began on an organised scale around Bathurst in the northern Wiradjuri
territory early in 1822. An important leader of the Wiradjuri was a man named
Windradyne. During 1823 there was a series of raids carried out by the Wiradjuri
war party, determined to drive the squatters from their land. The Wiradjuri would
raid, kill or drive off the stockmen, scatter and spear the livestock, all done to
intimidate the white men and force them to retreat. The settlers retaliated by
organising parties which killed aboriginal men, women and children.
While the struggle began in the Bathurst district, clashes between the new
European settlers and the local Aboriginal people were common around the
Murrumbidgee particularly between 1839 and 1841.
Hunting parties were formed in many places including Coolamon to look for
and shoot Wiradjuri people. One particularly bloody battle occurred 50 km
from Ganmain, near Narrandera. Posses of settlers battled with Wiradjuri at
Hulong Sandhill, killing and driving many away. In 1841 settlers on both sides
of the Murrumbidgee trapped ‘60 or 70 Wiradjuri men, women and children on
Murdering Island, and shot them down. One man, Mungo, had an eye shot out,
but he alone survived, by hiding in reeds…’ (Bill Gammage, Narrandera Shire,
1986).
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Stage 2 / 3 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet A
BEFORE THE VISIT

Ç What I already know about this topic:

Ç What else I would like to know:
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Stage 2 / 3 – Wiradjuri Heritage of Ganmain
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet B
Date of visit: _________________________________________
Name of speaker: _____________________________________
My notes: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
New things I have learnt: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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Early European Settlers
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Crown Land
Crown Land History in New South Wales
European land settlement commenced in 1788 when Governor Phillip established
a penal colony on behalf of the British Government. All lands were vested in the
name of the Crown, which is the origin of the term ‘Crown Lands’. The Surveyor
General’s office was established soon after to administer these lands.
From 1791 to 1831 Governor Phillip and his successors issued free grants of land
on behalf of the Crown to encourage and advance settlement of the colony.
Evidence of ownership of these land grants was provided by a document known
as a Crown grant. Between 1809 and 1821 Governor Macquarie also instituted a
system of leasing land.
Through time, the economic, social and environmental needs of land
management for the Colony (and later the State) have been reflected in changing
‘rules’, Acts and Laws (Legislation). In 1825 the system of selling land was
introduced, leading to the abolition of free grants of Crown land in 1831. After
1831 Crown Land was sold at only public auction and the Governor’s discretionary
power of refusing applications for land ownership was abolished.
The ‘Robertson’ Acts of 1861 in NSW made ‘free selection’ of Crown land possible
for anyone. They were designed to ‘unlock the land’ which was held in large leases
and by Occupation Licence and mostly used for grazing. The growth in population
which followed the gold rushes of the 1850s meant that the colony needed to
produce more food and that some at least of the ex-gold miners wished to settle
on the land. The Crown Lands Alienation Act 1861 (NSW) dealt with the sale of land
and the Crown Lands Occupation Act 1861 (NSW) dealt with leasing. Under the
Alienation Act any person was able to select up to 640 acres of land and purchase
it by instalments at a minimum price of £1. 0. 0 per acre (with the exception
of urban land). In addition, the ‘selector’ could mark out his own boundaries
before they were surveyed, so that he (or she) could occupy the land and start
work immediately. The selector had also to fulfil some other conditions such as
residence and improvement. The Alienation Act also legislated the sale of town
and suburban land by public auction.
The Occupation Act governed the terms under which other lands were occupied.
Generally this act applied to lands which were not at this time attractive to
agricultural settlers.
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The Crown Land Acts 1884 (NSW) created a new structure, introducing various
new tenures not previously in existence. These tenures included grazing licences,
homestead leases, conditional leases and pastoral leases.

Settling Ganmain
James Devlin, the first European land-holder of the Ganmain area, was interested
in reports of good country to the south and west of Sydney when the big drought
(1829-1831) ended. He already had a land grant of 6,000 acres at Kissing Point.
Originally he acquired the land which became ‘Ganmain Run’ by Occupation
Licence. This cost him £10.0.0 per year and allowed him to ‘depasture’ his stock on
about 50,000 acres of land. At about the same time, he applied to purchase Lot
124, in the County of King consisting of 640 acres near the source of the Burruwa
River, and his step-father, Thomas Small, applied for Lot 125 adjoining it. These
two secure holdings, well to the north-east of the Murrumbidgee, may have
operated as Devlin’s depot for his holdings further west.
The first official recording of Ganmain Run is in 1838 when a receipt was issued
to ‘James Devlin of Yass’ for his licence to hold a run in the ‘Southern Land District’
– presumably ‘Ganmain’. When the Runs were ‘gazetted’ (acknowledged by the
Lands Department) in 1848 James Devlin was the holder of Ganmain and its
adjoining ‘Calkibitoo’.
In 1852 the ‘Dulahdulahderry Run’ was released for tender. James Devlin Jr was
successful in obtaining the lease.
Over the following years, the ‘Calkibitoo’ evolved to ‘Cockibitoo’. In the 1870s, it
had changed completely to ‘Deepwater’. When Ganmain and Deepwater Runs
were advertised for auction in Melbourne in 1877, the total area on sale was over
210,000 acres.
While these runs were taken up originally for grazing, there are records of early
attempts at farming. Early in 1840 the Land Commissioner – who inspected the
runs on behalf of the government – noted that there were 20 acres of wheat
under cultivation on Ganmain and he praised the overseer, Robert Biddle. Late
in the year the cultivation had increased to 40 acres, and the overseer was James
Hughes, who was James Devlin’s brother-in-law.
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Stage 1 – Early European Settlers
Ç 1. Draw a picture of the first people to live on the land we now call
‘Ganmain’. What did they look like? How did they live?

Ç 2. Draw a picture of James Devlin, the first white man to settle in
Ganmain. What sort of farming was done on Ganmain? What animals were
raised?
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Stage 2 / 3 – Early European Settlers
Ç Colour code the dates and events from the boxes below. Draw in lines to
connect them.

1788

Free grants of land are given to
encourage growth in the settlement.

1838

The ‘Robertson’ Acts are passed.

1861

European land settlement begins.

1791 - 1831

Land is available for lease.

1831

Severe drought nearly dries the
Murrumbidgee River completely.

1809 - 1821

Crown Land can now be bought –
but only at public auction.

1827 - 1831

Captain Sturt’s expedition
reports on the Murrumbidgee.

1840

Ganmain and Cockibitoo Runs
are advertised for auction.

1877

First mention of farming on Ganmain.

1829

First official record of Ganmain Run.

Ganmain – History of a Town … Foundations for a Future

— 23

-2
Stage 2 / 3 – Early European Settlers
James Devlin
James Devlin’s mother and father were
Priscilla and Arthur Devlin. His father was
Irish, his mother was the daughter of a
First Fleet convict, James Squire. (James
Squire became a very wealthy brewer and
tavern keeper).
After Arthur Devlin died, his widow,
Priscilla married Thomas Small. Thomas
Small’s parents had also been First Fleet
Convicts.
Over the years, all of James Devlin’s sons
took turns managing his properties and
droving cattle throughout the Riverina.

Above: James Devlin
Left: James Devlin’s sons
(l to r):
James Junior, son of his
first wife,
Mary Ann Hartigan.
William, Arthur and
Matthew, sons of his
second wife,
Susannah Hughes.
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Stage 2 / 3 – Early European Settlers
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet A
BEFORE THE VISIT

Ç What I already know about this topic:

Ç What else I would like to know:
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Stage 2 / 3 – Early European Settlers
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet B
Date of visit: _________________________________________
Name of speaker: _____________________________________
My notes: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
New things I have learnt: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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A Town Is Born
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A Town is Born
As more people settled in the Ganmain area, goods and services had to be more
readily available. At the time the only way to purchase goods was to travel either
to Coolamon (10 kilometres away) or Wagga (50 kilometres away), and (unlike
today) the trip to Wagga was quite a long journey.

Ganmain Railway
Slowly the town began to build up its own services. After much debate at a
meeting held at the Wagga Court House on Monday, 16 October 1876, it was
decided to build a railway line through Ganmain. The line was then opened from
Junee to Narrandera through Ganmain and Matong on 28 February 1881.
Up to this time it appears that Ganmain was only a watering place where people
would stop to refresh their horses and stock before continuing their journey. The
development of the railway line brought prosperity and the first station was built.
It was originally known as Boggy Creek and officially changed to Ganmain in
1896.
The main goods that were transported from Ganmain then were wool, wheat and
chaff. Now it is chiefly barley and wheat that are taken on at the Ganmain silos,
which have also been used for the storage of canola.

The first passenger train to arrive in Ganmain, 1884 or 1885
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Above: Ganmain Railway
Station, 1924

Right: Ganmain Railway
Station, 1954
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Ganmain Post Ofﬁce
Soon after the railway line was built came the beginning of Post Offices. The first
Post Office on the Ganmain Run was at Devlin’s Siding at Matong. It was officially
opened on 1 March 1886. At the time the nearest Post Offices were found at
Grong Grong (30 kilometres away) and Coolamon. The first postmaster served
only twenty-two days before the store that held the Post Office was burnt to the
ground.
The first Post Office in Ganmain was
officially opened in 1906, though
before this time traded unofficially as a
Post Office. Businesses could send and
receive telegrams as well as letters and
mail. The Ganmain Progress Association
built a new Post Office and Telegraph
building which was completed and
opened in 1907.

Right: Post Telegraph boy
standing next to his bike, c. 1886
Below: Original Ganmain Post Office, c. 1886
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Ganmain’s new Post Office, 1954

Ganmain Post Office in 2007
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Other Commercial Businesses
The earliest commercial businesses built in Ganmain were hotels. Both the Royal
Hotel and the Ganmain Hotel were built in 1887. The Royal Hotel was initially a
one-storey building, but as business flourished another storey was added. On
17 April 1912 disaster struck, when a fire started in the building next door, and
completely gutted the hotel.
The Ganmain Hotel was also originally a single-storey building, but it was also
destroyed by fire in 1908. Almost immediately rebuilding began. The ground
floor included a Tobacconist Shop and a Hairdresser. Again in 1930 the hotel was
destroyed by fire, and again it was rebuilt. That building still remains today (2009).
There are no official records of the first shop in Ganmain. Some of the original
buildings included a farmer’s emporium, a furniture warehouse, a general store
and a drapery and millinery store. Many of these original stores were burnt down
and rebuilt, often several times, and changed hands to several different owners,
who stocked varying supplies.

First Royal Hotel

Ganmain Hotel,
second storey
in place
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Banking
On 19 January 1906 an agency of the Coolamon Branch of the Bank of New South
Wales was first opened in Ganmain. It was originally a single-storey building, and
later additional rooms were added to meet growing demand. Over the years the
bank has been used by several other major banking suppliers.

Bank of New South Wales

General Businesses
It is impossible to locate accurately all of the general businesses that have existed
in Ganmain over the years. Also due to several fires businesses have been rebuilt
and changed locations. In the first half of the twentieth century Ganmain was
a booming little country town, and had many more businesses than exist in
Ganmain today.

Ganmain’s first commercially developed area
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Above: Dunn’s Sawmill –
later destroyed by fire

Right: Billboard advertising
the latest movie
Below: Ganmain, at one time,
had two picture theatres

Ganmain – History of a Town … Foundations for a Future

— 34

Top and above:
General store, Meaker and
Co – next to Royal Hotel

‘Progressive’ Ganmain,
1909-1910
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Men outside the
Billiard Hall

When horse gave way to bicycle
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Stage 1 – A Town is Born
Ç The town of Ganmain has just been started and it’s your job match the
words with missing letters to draw a symbol and match to photos.

Service

Symbol

Photo

P__t
O__ic_

B_nk

H__el
And
A_c_mmo_at___

R__lw__
S__t___

G___r__
St___
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Stage 2 / 3 – A Town is Born
You’re the town planner for the newly-gazetted town of ‘Ganmain’. You will decide
what goods and services the town needs to start off. It is your job to balance out
these ‘needs’ with the ‘wants’ of the community. Be careful though, you need to
consider what a town would have needed over 150 years ago.

Ç Complete this activity in groups of four people. One person should
be your group’s scribe, everyone should be prepared to assist in the group
presentation at the end. Be prepared to explain, and maybe even defend,
your choices and decisions.

Needs

Reason

Priority

“Needs” around 1880.
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Stage 2 / 3 – A Town is Born
Wants

Reason

Priority

“Wants” around 1880.
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Stage 2 / 3 – A Town is Born
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet A
BEFORE THE VISIT

Ç What I already know about this topic:

Ç What else I would like to know:
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Stage 2 / 3 – A Town is Born
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet B
Date of visit: _________________________________________
Name of speaker: _____________________________________
My notes: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________
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Signiﬁcant Places and People
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Boggy Creek – Ganmain Bridge
The Boggy Creek Bridge joining north and south Ford Street had its beginnings
in 1898, when the Progress Association made application to the Department
of Works for the construction of a bridge across Boggy Creek. The matter was
referred to the District Surveyors Office in May, 1899. Agitation continued in 1900
and the Minister for Works, Hon E W O’Sullivan, promised the Progress Association
through local member, Mr T Fitzpatrick, the bridge would be constructed in time
for the 1900/1901 harvest.
Every time it rained, there was no access to and from the southern part of the
town, which caused many problems, since the railway was on the northern side
and the school on the southern side. After one heavy downpour in July, 1900 the
volume of water formed a miniature ‘Niagara Falls’ over the causeway.
It wasn’t until November 1900, following a visit to Sydney by the President of
the Progress Association, that a sum of £45 was allocated in the Estimates for its
construction.
Plans for a new reinforced concrete bridge were completed in February, 1914 and
work was carried out by day labour under the control of Coolamon Shire Council.
The roadway was 35 foot wide between kerbs, with a 4 foot wide footway and tar
paving. The bridge was completed in November, 1914 at a cost of about £900.

St Brendan’s Stained Glass Windows
A magnificent feature of St Brendan’s Church is the stained glass windows. This
is a record of the donors of the original windows commencing from the southwestern end of the church. The first window is dedicated by Mr L Carroll to the
memory of his deceased parents. Continuing round the following inscriptions are
‘Erected by Mrs Murphy, in memory of her deceased husband’, ‘Erected in loving
memory of Mr Cooney by Mr L Cooney and family’, ‘Erected by H Y Welsch and Mrs
Groutsch, in memory of their deceased parents’.
He window in the sacristy was ‘Erected by Rev D Griffin, in memory of his
deceased parents’. The window providing light to the space in the sanctuary
set apart for the use of the Sisters of St Brendan’s is inscribed ‘Erected by the
Presentation Sisters, in memory of their deceased relatives and friends’.
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The next window is the gift of Mrs Kelly and family in memory of Mr P Kelly. The
next three ‘Erected by Mr Jas Egan, in memory of his deceased parents’, ‘Erected
by the Guinan family in memory of their deceased parents’, ‘Erected by the Curtis
Bros in memory of their deceased mother’.
The large window at the southern gable end was the gift of four old district
pioneers, Messrs P Cosgrove, P Kelleher, J D McGrath and Jas Lynam. The series of
five smaller windows underneath the gallery was donated by Mrs John Kelly and
family. A project was commenced in 1922 by Monsignor Owen Clarke to add to
the existing stained glass windows in the Church.
The windows were made by John Ashwin & Co of Dixon Street, Sydney at a cost
of £1099. 0. 0. The sum was donated by parishioners and church organisations.
Another addition that stands out is the bell and bell tower which came from
Ireland.

S & M Lynam Ganmain General Store
James Lynam appears to have come to Ganmain in or about 1886. He was
known as the ‘builder of Ganmain’. He build bridges, hotels and Lynam’s Farmers
Emporium. The store was built in 1892 and was of pine construction, complete
with a hitching post for horses along the front of the store.

Literary Institute
The opening of the Literary Institute was conducted by Mr J W Rogerson,
President of the Coolamon Shire Council, in September 1914. Mr Rogerson also
had the honour of hitting the first ball on the billiard tables. Subscription to the
institute was 2/6 (two shillings and sixpence) per quarter for gentlemen and 1/6
(one shilling and sixpence) for ladies.
Meetings were held fortnightly in the early period and the premises were
the focal point of the social activities for the gentlemen of the town. Billiard
tournaments were conducted very regularly, with Coolamon and Wagga being
engaged in tournaments. One of the early trophies for competition in billiards
was the Healey Cup. Other regular activities were cards, the most important being
‘500’ tournaments.
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Railway Station and Dam
The railway line from Junee through Ganmain and Matong to Narrandera was
opened on 28 February 1881.
Early records are incomplete and Ganmain appears to have been a watering
place only. The watering tank of 20,000 gallons was situated adjacent to the
gatekeeper’s residence in the railway yard.
The expansion of the railway at Ganmain commenced about November, 1891
with the dead-end siding lengthened and the provision of a 12ft x 10ft grain shed
in February, 1892. The station was officially known as Boggy Creek until 20 April,
1894 when the name was changed to Ganmain.
In the early days the bulk of goods traffic from Ganmain consisted of wool, wheat
and chaff.
Ganmain railway station officially closed on 24 June, 1988.

Ganmain Saleyards
In the late 1930s Mellor and Murphy built the Ganmain sale yards situated on the
northern side of the railway line fronting Derry Street. The approximate cost was
£300. 0. 0. Sales started with an average monthly yarding of 4,000 head.
Monthly sales were on Saturday mornings at first but were later changed to a
week day to enable buyers to get home to Sydney for the weekend. Two special
sheep sales were also held each year.
As few trucks were available on the roads, sheep and lambs were all walked to the
sale yards and afterwards loaded on the sheep waggons and transported by train.
It was not unusual to see 30 to 40 sheep rail trucks and at times up to 60 had to
be ordered for a sale. The great majority of lambs then were Border Leicester/
Merino cross and it was not until the 1950s and 1960s that the Dorset/Merino
cross took over as the major breed.
It is interesting to note that in 1950 a pen of lambs sold in Ganmain brought £4.
10. 6, which was then an Australian record price.
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The Royal Hotel
The first Royal Hotel was built about 1887, by Fred Bartholomew. The original
building was single storey with the Federal Hall being built opposite. The hotel
flourished and in 1907, Ted Moore, a nephew of Fred Bartholomew, rebuilt the
Royal Hotel. The new hotel was two storeys with a 96 foot frontage to Waterview
Street, 36 foot frontage to Ford Street and contained 26 rooms. Built by Charles
Hardy of Wagga, the hotel opened with a banquet and dance at the end of
November, 1907. While the hotel was being rebuilt, the Federal Hall opposite the
hotel was used for sleeping accommodation.
Ted Moore sold the Royal Hotel to James Egan and Arthur Bolton about 1910 and
they enlarged it to include a new kitchen and a 30 foot by 26 foot Dining Room.
Disaster struck on 17 April 1912, when a fire started in Ashwood and McDonald’s
premises adjoining the hotel in Waterview Street, and completely gutted the
hotel. The loss to Messrs Egan and Bolton was estimated to be about £5,000.
A temporary bar was fitted up in the Albion Billiard Room, adjoining the hotel,
which was saved from the fire. Messrs Egan and Bolton then rebuilt the Royal
Hotel as it remains today.

The Murumbang Interpretive Walking Track
Early in 2002, the Ganmain and District Landcare group commenced the
‘Restoration of Ganmain’s Forests, Wetlands and Wildlife Corridor’ project. The
project aimed to provide habitat areas threatened and declining species of flora
and fauna through the revegetation of forests and wetlands and the creation of a
corridor that would join Ganmain’s forests.
From 2002 to 2005, the Ganmain and District Landcare Group worked to create
wildlife corridors between two significant areas of remnant vegetation – the
Ganmain State Forest situated approximately 10 km north-west of Ganmain and
the forest on the edge of the Ganmain township. Both sites are known to provide
excellent diversity of flora and fauna species.
Some of the problems addressed include the removal of African Box Thorn and
Prickly Pear that were seriously threatening the natural environment. Rubbish and
scrap that had accumulated over almost 90 years was removed; the walkway was
rejuvenated and research and surveying performed. The areas were then ripped
and mulched and approximately 20,000 native seedlings were planted.
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The Restoration of Ganmain’s Forests, Wetlands and Wildlife Corridor project
occurred with the assistance of the Environmental Trust and Conservation
Volunteers Australia.

The Hall of Conciliation
The Hall of Conciliation was built during the International Straw Bale Conference
held from 1 to 7 December 2002. It was built on land that John Glassford and
Susan Wingate-Pearce returned to the Wiradjuri people.
At the conference’s opening ceremony, John and Susan passed handfuls of red
earth from the land on which the Hall of Conciliation was built, to Auntie Flo
(Grant) and her brother (both Wiradjuri Elders), thus returning the land to its
Aboriginal heritage.
On Saturday 6 December 2002, a Dedication Ceremony for the Hall of Conciliation
was led by Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn, His Grace Francis Carroll.
Left: Garruu
Wiradjuri totem
on the entrance
door
Right: The
middle of the
roof – a magical
place to stand!

The mural on the finished Hall entitled, The Hands of the Artists.
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How the Hall of Conciliation was reported through the media
By Tony Stephens
November 30 2002

Chuck the bricks, straw houses are the best, and that’s no porky
There might be several million stories in the naked city, as the television series said, but there are three good
ones in the little town of Ganmain.
The first is the town’s bid to reclaim its Wiradjuri history, the second, residents’ plan to build an orphanage in
South Africa, and the third, the three little pigs.
Ganmain, along with Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga, is hosting the International Straw Bale Building
Conference from tomorrow. Delegates from North America, Europe, New Zealand and across Australia are
coming, and interest has been shown from China, Mongolia and Russia.
The main aim of the conference is to increase awareness of the advantages and sustainability of straw bales
in the construction of houses and other buildings.
Organisers respond good-naturedly to repeated reminders of the three little pigs and their ill-fated house of
straw.
‘You can huff and puff as much as you like, but you won’t blow our straw houses down,’ John Glassford said.
‘Tests show they will withstand a Cyclone Tracy.’
The Sustainable Energy Development Authority lists straw as one of the most energy efficient materials
available to builders. Houses eight metres by eight metres, often clad in clay, can be built in five days.
Supporters say they ‘sit lightly on the planet’.
Mr Glassford is leading construction in Ganmain of what he calls a Hall of Conciliation, on land he has
handed back to the Wiradjuri people. The local community and Wiradjuri people will form a trust to maintain
the hall and Tim Farriss, of INXS, has agreed to be patron.
The Wiradjuri occupied the central west slopes and plains from Nyngan to Albury and Bathurst to Hay.
Their resistance to white settlers led Governor Brisbane to impose martial law in the Bathurst district in 1824,
sending the 2nd Somersetshire Regiment to reinforce the local garrison.
Flo Grant, a Wiradjuri elder whose father, Cecil, fought in World War II at Tobruk but who was refused
admission to RSL clubs on his return, said: ‘The hall is very exciting. More people want to know about
Wiradjuri history.’
The conference will also launch a design competition
to build an orphanage for Amelia Poswa, known as
Mama Amelia, who cares for abandoned children
she picks up from streets and dumps at Mfuleni, near
Cape Town. Mr Glassford calls the proposed building a
‘strawphanage’ and hopes to involve Wiradjuri people
in the plan.

Bale out plan ... Flo Grant makes hay with Susan and
John Glassford. Photo: Andrew Taylor

This article is still available online at
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/11/29/1038386313875.html
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James Devlin
James Devlin is thought to be the first non-indigenous man to occupy land in the
Ganmain area. He came from Kissing Point around 1838. He had a depasturing
license to establish a ‘run’ or ‘station’. He continued to renew the license annually.
By 1839 the name of ‘Ganmane’ appeared as the name of Devlin’s station. Spelling
varied over the years – Gammain, Ganmaine, Gauman and Ganmain were all used.

Father Francis Patrick Carroll
Francis Patrick Carroll is a retired
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn,
and a former president of the
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference.
Born in Ganmain on 9 September 1930,
the second of seven children of Patrick
and Rose Carroll. As a child he attended
Devlin school up until the time it
closed. He then became a student at St
Brendan’s Primary School in Ganmain.
He was ordained a priest in 1954 in
Saint Brendan’s Church, Ganmain.
Pope Paul VI appointed him Bishop of
Wagga Wagga in 1968. In 1983 he was
appointed Archbishop of Canberra,
with his seat at St Christopher’s
Cathedral. He chose as his motto: ‘Nova
et Vetera’ meaning things both new
and old. Popularly known as Fr. Francis,
he served the church in Canberra for 23 years. The development of Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese is a significant part of his legacy. He was also the first
Australian bishop to call a Diocesan Synod in Canberra (in 1989).
He was awarded the Centenary Medal on 1 January 2001 for ‘Service to Australian
Society through the Roman Catholic Church’.
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In February 2006 Archbishop Carroll’s contribution to Canberra and rural NSW was
honoured with the establishment of a scholarship to help students attend the
Australian Catholic University’s Canberra campus. The Francis Carroll Scholarship
will provide much-needed financial support to students from rural communities
in NSW and ACT.
In May 2006 Archbishop Carroll was awarded the Australian Catholic University’s
highest honour, Doctor of the University (Univ.D), in recognition of his tireless
contribution to Catholic education. He now lives in retirement in Wagga.

Archbishop Carroll’s Presentation

Convent of the Presentation Sisters, 1991
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-1
Stage 1 – Signiﬁcant Places and People
Ç Complete the Crossword using the clues printed below.

Across

Down

3. The Hall of Conciliation is made of ……

1. …… Creek would flood and cut people off
from the other side of town.

4. The town in which we live.
5. The first white man in Ganmain started the
Ganmain ……
6. James …… took up a land lease in 1834.
8. Landcare set up the …… walking track.
9. The other main building material in the Hall of
Conciliation.

2. The first name of retired Archbishop Carroll.
3. This type of window is very special at St
Brendan’s Church.
5. When this opened in Ganmain the town was
even better connected to Coolamon and Matong.
7. The Aboriginal group who were the original
inhabitants of land in and around Ganmain.

10. First month of the year.
11. The …… Hotel was a popular meeting place
in Ganmain.
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Stage 2 / 3 – Signiﬁcant Places and People
Ç Complete the Crossword using the clues printed below.

Across

Down

3. The Hall of Conciliation is made of ……

1. …… Creek would flood and cut people off
from the other side of town.

4. The town in which we live.
5. The first white man in Ganmain started the
Ganmain ……
6. James …… took up a land lease in 1834.
8. Landcare set up the …… walking track.
9. The other main building material in the Hall of
Conciliation.

2. The first name of retired Archbishop Carroll.
3. This type of window is very special at St
Brendan’s Church.
5. When this opened in Ganmain the town was
even better connected to Coolamon and Matong.
7. The Aboriginal group who were the original
inhabitants of land in and around Ganmain.

10. First month of the year.
11. The …… Hotel was a popular meeting place
in Ganmain.
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-2
Stage 2 / 3 – Signiﬁcant Places and People
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet A
BEFORE THE VISIT

Ç What I already know about this topic:

Ç What else I would like to know:
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-3
Stage 2 / 3 – Signiﬁcant Places and People
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet B
Date of visit: _________________________________________
Name of speaker: _____________________________________
My notes: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
New things I have learnt: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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From Then To Now
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General Businesses
Once the township of Ganmain was proclaimed, it was only a matter of time
before goods and services were established to sustain the growing population.
Development occurred around the town blocks bordered by Waterview, Ford,
Camp and Langham Streets. Some of the businesses dealt in goods that were
essential to living in Ganmain such as butchers and bakeries, however, other
businesses were created for the recreation and enjoyment of their patrons such as
a billiard saloon, hotel and open air theatre.
Lorna Gilmore’s book The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain shows the changes
over nearly 100 years, from 1895 to 1992. In her book she writes of the difficulties
in accurately recording all businesses.

1900

1. Royal Hotel
2. Auctioneer
3. Butcher
4. Green Grocer
5. Billiard and
Hairdressing Saloon
6. Federal Hall
7. Federal Bakery

1914

1. Royal Hotel
2. General Store
3. Private Hospital
4. Federal Hall
5. Federal Bakery
6. Open Air Theatre

1992

Other businesses that were located in this area during the times given included
solicitors and saddlers.

1. Royal Hotel
2. Seed Storage
3. Seed Cleaning
(previously a Motor
Garage)

Maps from The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, Lorna H Gilmore, 1992
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Lake Street was a particularly busy area of town. Not only was it parallel to
the railway line, but it was also the main road to Matong, Grong Grong and
Narrandera. Many business houses were established along this street.

Menangle to Lake St Ford to Lake Street

Other businesses in early times included a boot maker, saddler, fuel agent and
tearooms.

1. Farmers’ Emporium
2. Chemist, Jeweller,
Dressmaker
3. Logan and
Hitchen’s
4. Blacksmith and
Wheelwright
5. Baker
6. Butcher
7. Robert Murray
1. Ganmain sawmill,
Chaff mill and
straw storage shed
2. Private residence
3. Chaff storage shed
4. Logan and
Hitchen’s welding
shop
5. Logan and
Hitchen’s chaff mill
6. Brick kiln
Maps from The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, Lorna H Gilmore, 1992
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1920

1. Bank of NSW
2. Commission Agent
3. General Store and
cash grocer
4. Café
5. Stationer and jeweller
6. Post Office
7. CBC Bank
8. General Goods
9. Ezzy’s Garage
10. Ganmain-Matong
Express office
11. Bootmaker

1992

The eastern side of Ford Street 1920 to 1992.
Other businesses in this area included a Cash and Carry Store and a Solicitor.

1. Westpac Bank
2. Bakery (previously a
Caltex office)
3. Café
4. News agency
5. Post Office
6. Private residence
7. Private residence
8. Café
9. Foodland Supermarket
10. Senior Citizens
Centre
11. Ganmain Motors
Maps from The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, Lorna H Gilmore, 1992
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1900

1. Ganmain Hotel
2. Rowston & Boyd
3. Butcher
4. School of Arts
5. Bank
6. General Store

1914

1. Ganmain Hotel
2. Hairdresser
3. Ganmain Hall
4. Moore’s Buildings
5. Solicitor
6. School of Arts
(Literary Institute)
7. Tailor, fruiterer,
stationer
8. Grocery
9. General Store

1992

Changes to the western side of Ford Street over nearly 100 years.

1. Ganmain Hotel
2. Ganmain Hall
3. Solicitor
4. Hardware store
5. Greengrocer
(previously a gift shop
and a chemist)
6. Hairdresser
7. Literary Institute
8. Accountant
9. Machinery agent

Maps and photo from The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, Lorna H Gilmore, 1992
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The northern part of Waterview Street to Boggy Creek has also undergone
changes.

1930

1. Fire Brigade shed
2. Red Cross rooms
3. Fancy Goods and
Chemist
4. Butcher
5. Greengrocer, cake
shop, signwriter
6. Private residence,
Historical Society Craft
Shop and Museum
7. Machinery Shed and
skin shed

The western part of Ford Street from the Haystack to Waterview Street.

1930

1. Boarding house, later
the PDS Office
2. Riverina Carriage
Works
3. Blacksmith and
wheelwright
4. Motor garage
Maps from The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, Lorna H Gilmore, 1992

In all, Ganmain was a very well-equipped township. Goods and services were
sufficient for the times. There was a much greater variety of businesses than
is present today. Other businesses that were present in Ganmain in the early
days, but have not been indicated on the maps include: agents, other bakers,
blacksmiths, wheelwrights, butchers, hairdressers, jeweller, saddlers, sign writers,
tailors and boarding houses. There were also at one time cycle agents, engineers,
doctors, a cordial factory, fancy goods and stationers, a gymnasium, livery stables,
music shop, photographer, picture theatres which included mini golf and skating.
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Changes
Part of the difficulty with keeping track of businesses was due to the rapid growth
of Ganmain after it became a town and the changes which occurred when
people and businesses moved in and out of the area.
Some of the most significant changes that improved conditions for Ganmain
residents included the establishment of sanitary and garbage services, a water
supply, an electricity supply and driving licenses for automobiles. The advent
of newspapers, banking, law and order services, education services and church
groups enhanced the lives of people living in the town.
Sanitary and Garbage Services
In 1909 the pan system was used in Ganmain. The Progress Association worked
hard to have this established. Later septic tank systems were introduced.
Water Services
The idea of a town water supply was discussed in 1923, however, serious action
didn’t start until 1937. Water was connected to Ganmain finally in 1942, 19 years
after negotiations commenced.

Daily water carting service before reticulated water came to Ganmain.
This was a lot easier than fetching it from the well.
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The need for speed! Ganmain’s first automobile accident.

Electricity Services
Coolamon Shire council started planning to extend electricity services to
Ganmain. It borrowed £4500 to do so, and electricity came to Ganmain in 1938.
Automobiles
Coolamon Shire Council was responsible for issuing driver’s licenses in the early
years of Ganmain.
Newspapers
The ‘Coolamon Echo’ was established in 1898. This paper was produced until 1905.
In 1906 the ‘Coolamon-Ganmain Farmers Review’ was published. In 1910 the
‘Ganmain Advocate’ was started, its name later changed to the ‘Ganmain-Matong
Express’. This newspaper continued until fire destroyed the building in 1930.
Newspapers were available from Wagga Wagga, Narrandera and Temora, however,
Ganmain was rarely mentioned.
Banking
Official banking came to Ganmain in 1906 when an agency for the Coolamon
branch of the Bank of New South Wales was opened. The Commercial Banking Co
of Sydney came to Ganmain in 1910.
Law and Order
Legal Services came to Ganmain early on in the form of visiting solicitors. Once
again the Ganmain Progress Association worked hard to establish services for
a Court of Petty Sessions in the town in 1911. The Courthouse was built and
officially opened in 1927. Up until this time the court had been held in the Federal
Hall.
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Education
Early education in Ganmain was provided by private tutors. James Devlin
employed teachers to educate his children at Ganmain Station. These teachers did
not just work with the Devlin children, all children in the vicinity benefited from
Devlin’s teachers.
An Education Act of 1880 extended
levels of public schooling and
made schooling compulsory. Some
parents were fined for not sending
their children to school.
Many small schools were
established around the Ganmain
area:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airlie State School : Opened 1922,
closed 1931, reopened then closed again in 1932.
Ashbridge School : Opened 1901, closed 1969. The students were then
transported to Ganmain Central School.
Brushwood School (not part of the Ganmain Run): Opened 1897, closed 1928.
Cottee School (known also at the time as Currawarna): Opened 1884, closed
1925.
Cowabbie West School : Opened 1956. The last teacher came in 1972.
Currawarna School : Though this school was not on the Ganmain Run, a
number of children from the area attended it. It opened in 1883. The last
teacher was appointed there in 1924.
Derrain School : Opened 1896, closed 1942.
Devlin School : Opened 1910. The last teacher was appointed in 1939.
Dullah School : Opened around 1907, burnt down in 1912, reopened then
finally closed in 1946.
Edenderry School : Opened in 1900, closed in 1910.
Elliot School : Opened in 1896, closed in 1899. This school was closer to
Matong and Grong Grong than to Ganmain. Attempts to reopen the school
were made in 1912 and 1914, however both were unsuccessful.
Boggy Creek, Derry Ganmain School : Opened 1892 with a female principal,
Miss Kate Anderson (it would be over 100 years before another female would
be principal at the school). Name changed to Ganmain School in 1895. The
school also operated as a Central School for some years. Ganmain Public
School still provides excellent educational opportunities for its students.

Ganmain – History of a Town … Foundations for a Future

— 63

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Ganmarra School : Opened 1923, closed 1963.
Kockibitoo School (this name evolved over the years): Opened 1899, closed
1941.
Mangain School : Opened 1898 when residents requested a Public School
at Ganmain Central. The school closed a number of times. One reason for the
closure was the lack of accommodation for a female teacher. It was closed for
some months between 1917 and 1919. Letters of protest kept the school open
as many people wanted to retain the building as a district focus. The school was
officially closed in 1937.
Matong (Devlin’s Siding) School : Opened 1898. The school moved to
its present site in 1920. Matong School still provides excellent educational
opportunities for its students.
Pamandi School : Opened 1935, closed 1952.
Ganmain’s Pied Piper Pre-School : Opened 1971. Moved to the Masonic
Rooms in 1974 where it remains. Pied Piper Pre-School still provides excellent
educational opportunities for its students.
St Brendan’s Catholic School : Opened 1906. Infants Department opened
in 1933. St Brendan’s Catholic School still provides excellent educational
opportunities for its students.

Church Groups
In the early part of the Ganmain Run, travelling priests and ministers filled the
spiritual needs of the people of the Ganmain. Priests and ministers from various
denominations performed marriages etc.

•
•
•

•
•

St Brendan’s Catholic Church : By the 1890s plans were underway to build a
Catholic Church.
St Peter’s Anglican Church : The foundation stone was laid in 1911 and the
first service was conducted in 1912.
Methodist Church – Ganmain : Land was purchased for the first church to be
built in 1894. This was a timber church. A brick one was later built on the same
site and services started there in 1912. In 1977 Methodist and Presbyterian
churches combined to form the Uniting Church.
Methodist Church – Matong : Opened in 1927.
St Patrick’s Catholic Church – Matong : The foundation stone was laid in 1916,
shortly after the Catholic Church in Ganmain was completed.
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Fires
Ganmain’s early history appears to be peppered with many fires which destroyed
houses, businesses and buildings. Until electricity was established in Ganmain
houses and businesses were lit by kerosene lamps and lanterns and heated with
by wood fires. These combinations were risky at any time; but the residents did
not have the options that are available today.
Some of the buildings and businesses affected by fire in the early days included:
• The Ganmain Hotel, Saddler Shop, Blacksmith and Wheelwright, Bicycle Shop
and General Store all burned in 1908.
• Ashwood and McDonald’s Store was destroyed in 1912.
• The School of Arts,
Milliner and Draper,
Tailor, Fruiterer and
Bootmaker went in
1914.
• A butcher and
restaurant burned
in 1927.
• The GanmainMatong Express, Post Office, Ganmain Hotel, General Store and Bootmaker were
destroyed in 1930.
• The Ganmain Sawmill burned in 1944.
• The Ganmain Craft Cottage was destroyed in 2007.
One thing that has been learnt from these tragedies is that while water eventually
damped the flames and embers it did not dampen the spirits and communitymindedness of the residents of Ganmain.

Above: Fire in
Ford Street
Left: Fire at
Ganmain Hotel
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How Ganmain is Marketed and Promoted Today
The people of Ganmain continue to work hard for the town. Different groups
within the community all take an interest in preserving the history of the town
and enhancing it for the future. Groups such as the Progress Association, The
Show Society, Landcare and the Historic Society all work hard for the good of all.
Ganmain continues to come under the auspices of the Coolamon Shire Council. It
is marketed through the Shire’s website with the following information:
The Sheaf Hay Centre of Australia
Ganmain is a small friendly community
situated about 55 km North West of Wagga
Wagga and 50 km east of Narrandera and is
reputed to be situated in one of the richest
agricultural and pastoral districts in the
Riverina. Ganmain enjoys the best of both
worlds – the friendly, relaxed atmosphere of
rural living, within close proximity to great
shopping, health, cultural, recreational and
education facilities.
Tourism
Known as the Sheaf Hay Centre of Australia, the region produces some of the
finest chaff in the land by using harvesting methods that are centuries old. This
area is one of only a few places in Australia where the ancient crafts of stooking,
sheaving, binding and hay-stack building are still practised.
The Ganmain Historical Museum reflects much of the district’s heritage and is
open every Sunday from 1.30 to 4.30 pm by appointment 02 69 276 251. During
August each year, Ganmain hosts its annual Agricultural Show. Visitors from near
and far are experiencing the relaxed, ‘bush’ atmosphere of the Ganmain Show in
increasing numbers. Of course Ganmain is also the home of the famous Ganmain
Pie.
Ganmain’s beautiful park, Huff ‘n’ Puff Straw Bale Constructions, the Big Haystack,
nature trails, affordable accommodation and wonderful eateries ensure an
interesting and enjoyable visit.
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Hospitality
Enjoy true country hospitality whilst visiting our welcoming eateries, hotel and
clubs – or simply have a picnic in the beautiful Victory Gardens which features
BBQ facilities, public amenities and a children’s playground.
Sport and Leisure
A healthy and active
community, Ganmain offers
golf, bowls, tennis, football,
netball, and swimming.
Art, music and craft groups
welcome newcomers. Relax
in the peace and quiet of
Murumbang Interpretive Walk
and join in the many birdwatchers who seek out the
150 species of native birds of
the region.
Transport
Wagga and Narrandera airports are located 50 minutes from Ganmain. Rail and
coach services are available from Ganmain to both Sydney and Melbourne. Allen’s
Roadlines operates weekday services to and from Wagga Wagga. Community
Transport is available for the frail aged and people with disabilities.
Key Industries
Ganmain is a farming district producing wheat, canola, barley, oats and other
cereal crops, as well as hay. Wool, lamb and beef are also important products of
the area with emerging agricultural enterprises including the production of emus,
ostriches and turkeys.
There are also numerous businesses established in the area that service the
farming sector, including agricultural supplies, engineering works and agricultural
machinery businesses.
Education and Training
Ganmain Public School offers classes from kindergarten through to Year 6.
Ganmain also has Saint Brendan’s Catholic Primary School, Ganmain Preschool
and Home-Based Day Care Facilities.
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The Wagga Wagga Campus of Charles Sturt University is located only 30 minutes
drive from Ganmain and a campus of the Riverina Institute of TAFE is also located
at Wagga Wagga. The Riverina Community College and other training facilities
provide outreach services to the Ganmain community through its Community
Technology Centre.
Employment Opportunities
Employment opportunities are based on the strong rural economy. There are
also increasing opportunities in the service areas of health, aged care and local
government.
Advances in information technology, broadband and satellite communication
systems are creating a wealth of opportunity for consultancy and other specialist
businesses operating from Ganmain.
Health
Ganmain has access to excellent medical services and facilities of nearby
Coolamon. These services include 3 doctors, a dentist, a hospital with acute
care beds, an aged care hostel, dementia accommodation, a retirement village,
pharmacy and associated ancillary services such as Home Care, Neighbour Aid,
Meals on Wheels and a district nursing service.
Housing
Housing prices are well below those of neighbouring cities. Ganmain has a
varied range of established homes available for purchase. Residential land is also
available while larger allotments on the outskirts of town provide an alternative to
those seeking a rural/residential lifestyle.
Communications
Ganmain receives three commercial television networks in addition to the ABC
and SBS. The town also receives a range of local commercial and national AM
and FM radio services. Ganmain receives comprehensive GSM and CDMA mobile
telephone coverage and local call access and broadband access to the internet is
also available. Austar provides pay television via satellite.
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-1
Stage 1 – From Then To Now
Ç Before the town of Ganmain started there were not any proper roads,
water pipes or electricity. Look at the photos of early Ganmain, and using
that information and what your teacher has told you, draw pictures below to
show how things have changed.
Around 1900

Today

Obtaining Water

Obtaining Water

Around 1900

Today

Sewerage Handling

Sewerage Handling

Around 1900

Today

Houses

Houses
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-2
Stage 1 – From Then To Now
Around 1900

Today

Heating

Heating

Around 1900

Today

Powering Technology

Powering Technology

Around 1900

Today

Obtaining Food

Obtaining Food

Around 1900

Today

Transportation

Transportation
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-3
Stage 1 – From Then To Now
Different types of Wiradjuri shelter
Made from:

Made from:

Made from:
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-4
Stage 1 – From Then To Now
Different types of Settlers’ housing
Made from:

Made from:

Made from:
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-1
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Ç Before the town of Ganmain started there were not any proper roads,
water pipes or electricity. Look at the photos of early Ganmain, and using
that information and what your teacher has told you, draw pictures below to
show how things have changed.
Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Obtaining Water

Obtaining Water

Obtaining Water

Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Sewerage Handling

Sewerage Handling

Sewerage Handling

Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Houses

Houses

Houses
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-2
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Heating

Heating

Heating

Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Powering Technology

Powering Technology

Powering Technology

Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Obtaining Food

Obtaining Food

Obtaining Food

Wiradjuri Ways

Around 1900

Today

Transportation

Transportation

Transportation
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-3
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
The main commercial areas of Ganmain in the early days were centred around
Langham, Lake, Camp, Ford, Waterview and Lake Streets.

Ç Below is Ford Street. Label each shop with what services are now
associated with that place. Draw a small picture to accompany your label.
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-4
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Planning for Exposition Writing
Ganmain’s Progress Association has worked hard through the generations to
improve the services to and in Ganmain. Imagine you have just joined the
association. Three of your friends have joined with you. As a committee it is your
job to decide on how you might be able to improve Ganmain today. Make a ‘wish
list’ for what you think Ganmain needs, and then write a letter to Coolamon Shire
Council with your suggestions and reasons why your ideas would improve the
lives of the Ganmain people.

Ç Remember, this is an exposition which means you have to write in a way
that convinces the reader that your ideas are worthwhile.

Rough Notes: Wish List
Ideas

Reasons
(how and why it would be good for the town)

Progress …
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-5
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Exposition Writing
Ç Using your Rough Notes: Wish List Stencil, your committee should write
a letter to Coolamon Shire Council stating your ideas and reasons. Only one
exposition should be written by each group. Everyone should play a part in
adding their ideas, one person should scribe, and the whole group should be
prepared to report back to the class.

Coolamon Shire Council
55 Cowabbie St
Coolamon 2701

Dear__________________________________ ,
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Yours sincerely,
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-6
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet A
BEFORE THE VISIT

Ç What I already know about this topic:

Ç What else I would like to know:
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-7
Stage 2 / 3 – From Then To Now
Visiting Speaker Record Sheet B
Date of visit: _________________________________________
Name of speaker: _____________________________________
My notes: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
New things I have learnt: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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With Thanks
This resource for students was produced thanks to a lot of people.
Funding from the Australian Government Local Answers Initiative through Ganmain and
District Landcare Group allowed me the time to collect information, meet with different
people in the community, and write the booklets.
Landcare members, Bernadette Milne, Aileen Stevens, Elizabeth Lawton and Michelle
Booth had the foresight to recognise the value of the project to the Ganmain community.
Together we shared a dream: to create a sense of belonging and pride for all Ganmain
children now and into the future.
My special thanks go to Maureen Wall who was warm and generous in sharing her
resources and information at the start of the project.
Flo Grant, Wiradjuri Elder from Wagga Wagga, was both enlightening and inspirational in
the stories she shared.
Melody Barrow gave insight into the history of the Murumbang Walking Track and Susan
Wingate-Pearce was as passionate about this project as she remains about the Hall of
Conciliation.
The assistance of Ray Cox, one of Ganmain’s champions, was essential. Ray gave his time
selflessly to allow me to search photos and memorabilia in the Historical Society collection.
Lorna Gilmore’s 1992 book, The Settlers and Settlement of Ganmain, was very helpful in filling
in some of the gaps in the material I collected. Erin Elsley gathered information about the
start of Ganmain as a town and created page templates. Kerrilee Logan read the proofs.
Finally, I want to thank the staff of Ganmain Public School for their support and
encouragement whilst I was involved in the writing of these and the associated resources.
We hope you find this resource as useful to educating your students as we have.
Some of you may look through this resource and ask why other details were not added, or
why some aspects of development received more attention than others. I ask you to keep in
mind that this is, essentially, a teaching resource for children aged 5 to 12. It is intended to
give our school children the broad background of Ganmain through the years and to assist
them on their path of lifelong learning.

Mandy Crocker
Principal, Ganmain Public School
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